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Partnership Event Quiz Answers
1. Between October 2010 and March 2014 all existing incapacity benefits claimants are being reassessed under the Employment and Support Allowance (ESA) Work Capability Assessment.  A new Work Capability Assessment was introduced in March 2011. The latest figures from the DWP show new 1,342,100 ESA claims were made from October 2008 to May 2010, 39% claimants were found fit for work. 146,200 claimants appealed their decision during this period.
2. The Welfare Reform Bill currently going through parliament introduces Universal Credit, a new benefit that will replace means-tested benefits and tax credits for working-age people up to pension credit age. It will be paid to people in or out of work. Universal Credit will replace the following benefits in October 2013


· income support; 

· income-based jobseeker’s allowance; 

· income-related employment and support allowance; 

· housing benefit; 

· council tax benefit; 

· child tax credit and working tax credit

3. The Welfare Reform Bill includes proposals to replace Disability Living Allowance with a new Personal Independent Payment. The new benefit will have two components a mobility component and a daily living component, with two rates for each component. Assessment for most people will be by way of a medical examination. The government is aiming to achieve 20% saving on DLA expenditure through these changes.
4. The Welfare Reform Bill includes proposals to replace Community Care Grants and Crisis Loans from April 2013 with a nationally administered advance of benefit facility and new discretionary locally based assistance.  Local authorities will be responsible for designing, setting up and delivering locally based assistance.
5. Funding for Face to Face debt advice was funded by The Financial Inclusion Fund (FIF) a government initiative to tackle financial exclusion.  The projects began in 2006, helping 70,000 clients per year. FIF was replaced from 2011 with the Face to Face Debt Advice Programme funded until April 2012. The project in Leeds currently funds 9 debt advisers.

The Government asked the Money Advice Service, to deliver a free national financial advice service available face-to-face, over the phone, and online and aims to increase levels of financial literacy and empower consumers to take charge of their finances. Funding for debt advice after April 2012 will come via MAS. However, it is unlikely there will be any announcement about continued funding before Christmas.

6. The Legal Aid, Sentencing and punishment of offenders Bill currently going through parliament includes reform of Legal Aid in England and Wales. The fundamental purpose behind the proposed changes is to cut the legal aid budget by £350m by 2014-15. Under the bill legal aid will no longer be available to people for legal advice on 
· Consumer issues

· Debt unless their home is directly at risk, 
· Employment 
· Welfare benefits 

· Some housing cases. Serious disrepair where health is at risk or the main claim is for an order for repairs and repair as a counterclaim to possession; and possession proceedings will all remain in scope. 

· Private law family unless there is domestic violence or a forced marriage. Ancillary relief and contact etc will still be funded where there is violence. 
· Non-asylum immigration unless the individual is detained and, asylum support

· Clinical negligence 
· All education cases with the exception of judicial reviews. 

The table shows the legal aid caseload in social welfare to nearest 1000 for 
2009-10
	Category
	

	Welfare Benefits
	140,000

	Debt
	145,000

	Housing
	170,000

	Employment
	30,000

	Total 
	485,000


7. Wide reaching changes to Housing Benefit were announced in the 2010 emergency Budget and autumn Spending Review. 10 changes are being made to housing benefit, the first came into effect on 1 April 2011 and others will be introduced in 2012 or 2013. Overall, the measures will cut £2.4bn from the housing benefit bill. At November 2010, there were 4.8 million people claiming housing benefit, with 1.5 million of those renting in the private sector.
The next change will to come into effect in January 2012. Currently single people under the age of 25 claiming Housing Benefit are restricted to the rate for a single room in a shared house, rather than for a one-bedroom property.  From January the restriction to this lower rate will be extended to those up to the age of 35. In Leeds the 1 bed rate is £109 and the Shared Accommodate Rate is £60.00. 
1500 people in Leeds will be affected by these changes.
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